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 Meet DigiComm..   
 Small team. Big impact..



 Our Services. 

 Consultations.

1,200 one-on-one 
consultations with 
students & faculty. 

 Outreach.

200 tailored 
workshops 
across campus.

 Media Fellows.

81 semester-long 
partnerships 
across campus.

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


http://jmu.edu/digicomm


Workshop Overview

◉ Examples
◉ Platforms

○ Hands-on workshop

◉ Content Creation Tools
○ Hands-on workshop

◉ Embedding Content
◉ Showcase
◉ Q&A

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


Digital Storytelling

 Examples.

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


Atavist WixAdobe Spark

https://group1-2.atavist.com/rights-and-justice-in-biomedical-research
http://secondchanceproject.wixsite.com/podcast
https://spark.adobe.com/page/gyyzICswszt1G/
http://jmu.edu/digicomm


Digital Storytelling

 Platforms.

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


 Welcome to Spark Pages.

https://spark.adobe.com/
http://jmu.edu/digicomm


Spark Examples

https://spark.adobe.com/page/DVHnELnB6FPUE/
https://spark.adobe.com/page/gyyzICswszt1G/
http://jmu.edu/digicomm


Spark: Getting Started

https://spark.adobe.com/
http://jmu.edu/digicomm


Spark Pros & Cons

◉ Clean and organized
◉ Emphasizes photos
◉ 10+ theme and design options

Pros Cons
◉ Limited navigation options
◉ Multimedia Options:

○ Videos
○ Photos 

◉ Cannot embed content creation 
tools or social media 

 

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


 Atavist Examples..

https://isat456.atavist.com/ivf-and-designer-babies
https://carolinemarney.atavist.com/another-mans-eyes
http://jmu.edu/digicomm


 Welcome to Atavist.

https://atavist.com/
http://jmu.edu/digicomm


http://jmu.edu/digicomm


http://jmu.edu/digicomm


http://jmu.edu/digicomm


http://jmu.edu/digicomm


Editor Mode Preview Mode
 Atavist: Editor v. Preview.

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


Editor Mode Preview Mode

 Atavist: Chapter Headers.

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


 Atavist: Under the Hood.

https://atavist.com/
http://jmu.edu/digicomm


Atavist Pros & Cons

◉ Clean and organized
◉ Emphasizes text
◉ Multimedia Options:

○ Public Social Media posts
○ Music/Audio
○ Videos
○ Photos & gifs
○ Maps

Pros Cons
◉ Limited design options
◉ Limited navigation options
◉ Does not host content reliably
◉ Does not auto-save
◉ No collaboration features

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


 Wix Example 

https://ethicalbirds.wixsite.com/yourbodydeservesmore
http://jmu.edu/digicomm


 Welcome to Wix .

https://www.wix.com/
http://jmu.edu/digicomm


 Wix .

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


 Wix: Templates .

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


 Wix: Editor Mode .



 Wix: Editor Mode .



 Wix: Editor Mode .



 Wix: Gridlines .



 Wix: Gridlines .



 Wix: Strips .



 Wix: Preview Mode .



 Wix: Preview Mode .



Wix Pros & Cons

◉ Complete creative control 
◉ Mostly saves automatically
◉ Can start with blank template
◉ Wide variety of free content

○ Photos
○ Illustrations

◉ Unique

Pros Cons
◉ Can’t change template 
◉ More time consuming 
◉ Can be overwhelming
◉ You can make an ugly Wix

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


Hands-on 

 Workshop.
(20 min)

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


bit.ly/story-folder

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


Post-its

◉ Loved
◉ Loathed
◉ Longed-for

Post-its

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


Platform

 Retrospective.
(10 min)

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


Content Creation

 Interactive Tools.

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


Content Creation Tools

https://storymap.knightlab.com/
https://storymap.knightlab.com/
https://timeline.knightlab.com/
https://timeline.knightlab.com/
https://piktochart.com/
https://piktochart.com/
http://jmu.edu/digicomm


Content Creation Tools
 StoryMap: Example.

https://s3.amazonaws.com/uploads.knightlab.com/storymapjs/00b5492bceab108a3fd6692c8356476e/digicomm/index.html
http://jmu.edu/digicomm


 Welcome to StoryMap

https://storymap.knightlab.com/
http://jmu.edu/digicomm


 StoryMap: Under the Hood.

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


StoryMap Pros & Cons

◉ Can upload or link images
◉ Precision
◉ Multimedia Options:

○ Public Social Media posts
○ Music/Audio
○ Videos
○ Photos

Pros Cons
◉ Limited design options
◉ Must have a gmail address
◉ Does not auto-save
◉ No collaboration features

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


https://timeline.knightlab.com/

 Timeline JS Example .

https://timeline.knightlab.com/
https://uploads.knightlab.com/storymapjs/4e8122b46ef841d347b4e171f4ae8fc1/icelandic-adventures/index.html
http://jmu.edu/digicomm


https://timeline.knightlab.com/

 Welcome to Timeline JS .

https://timeline.knightlab.com/
https://timeline.knightlab.com/
http://jmu.edu/digicomm


 Timeline JS: Editor Mode .

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


Timeline JS

◉ Similar to Excel
◉ Can’t customize colors & styles
◉ Content must be online
◉ Multimedia Options:

○ Public Social Media posts
○ Music/Audio
○ YouTube Videos
○ Photos

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


PiktochartPiktochart Graphs.

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


Piktochart Welcome to Piktochart.

https://piktochart.com/
http://jmu.edu/digicomm


Uses 
Icons

Emphasis 
on data

Simple 
colors 

Minimal
text

Piktochart Piktochart: Example 

https://create.piktochart.com/output/30860865-just-consultation-data-copy
https://create.piktochart.com/output/30860865-just-consultation-data-copy
http://jmu.edu/digicomm


 Piktochart: Under the Hood.

https://piktochart.com/
http://jmu.edu/digicomm


Piktochart

◉ Similar to Excel
◉ Premade infographic templates 
◉ Fully Customizable:

○ Hyperlink text and image elements
○ Embed videos in your design
○ Reveal data with hover
○ HEX codes

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


Summary of Content Creation Tools

● Geographic 
visualization

● Ppt-ish backend
● Can upload 

content

● Chronological 
visualization

● Excel-ish backend
● Content must be online

● Data visualization
● Excel-ish backend
● Templates for 

infographics
● Icons and visuals 

available

http://jmu.edu/digicomm
https://storymap.knightlab.com/
https://storymap.knightlab.com/
https://timeline.knightlab.com/
https://timeline.knightlab.com/
https://piktochart.com/
https://piktochart.com/


Hands-on

 Workshop.

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


bit.ly/story-folder

● Universities of 
IWAC presenters

● Your schedule for 
IWAC Conference

● Data from your 
program

http://jmu.edu/digicomm
https://storymap.knightlab.com/
https://storymap.knightlab.com/
https://timeline.knightlab.com/
https://timeline.knightlab.com/
https://piktochart.com/
https://piktochart.com/


Post-its

◉ Loved
◉ Loathed
◉ Longed-for

Post-its

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


Content Tools

 Retrospective.

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


Content Tools

 Embedding.

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


 Find the “share” option.

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


 Find & copy the iframe code: StoryMap.

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


 Find & copy the iframe code: Piktochart.

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


 Embedding it in your platform: Atavist.

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


 Embedding it in your platform: Atavist.

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


 Embedding it in your platform: Atavist.

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


 Embedding it in your platform: Wix.

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


 Embedding it in your platform: Wix.

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


 Showcase. 

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


How will you utilize these tools?
◉ Cross-curriculum
◉ Writing/ Learning Centers
◉ Faculty consultations

Discussion

http://jmu.edu/digicomm


 Keep in touch.
● Our website: jmu.edu/digicomm
● Conference resource: bit.ly/iwac-storytelling
● Questions: normanap@jmu.edu

  

Thanks!

http://jmu.edu/digicomm
https://jmudigicomm.wixsite.com/iwac
mailto:normanap@jmu.edu

